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VIRGINIA COLLEGE CONFERENCE. 

The first State Conference of College Young 
Men’s Christian Associations ever held in the 
South, met in Lexington, Va., with the Asso- 
ciations in Washington and Lee University 
and the Virginia Military Institute, November 
20-22. 

Rev. Dr. R. J. McBryde, rector of the Epis- 
copal Church in Lexington, represented both 
of these Associations at the International Con- 
vention in Atlanta, last May. On return- 
ing home he made such a forcible report 
of the Convention, and particularly of the 
college meetings, that a great desire was 
awakened among the members of the two As- 
sociations, the faculties of the institutions, 
and the ministers in Lexington to have a Stu- 
dents’ Conference in their city. It was accord- 
ingly called by the State Committee, and 
thirty delegates from seven institutions out- 
side of Lexington, were present. 

Almost every phase of college work was dis- 
cussed, especial emphasis being laid upon 
inter-collegiate correspondence and visitation. 

The presence of Mr. J. E. K. Studd, of Cam- 
bridge University, his thrilling account of the 
great missionary movement in that institu- 
tion, and his earnest, direct appeals to the 
unconverted, made a very deep impression 
upon the students. 

There were two meetings held, at which the 
gospel was presented directly to the uncon- 
verted. At least thirty men arose for prayer, 
several of whom afterwards accepted Christ. 

The Conference was marked by the very 
great help rendered by the pastors in Lexing- 
ton. Dr. McBryde and Dr. Taylor led the 
topics on individual work and the develop- 
ment of missionary interest, with the skill of 
old Association workers, and the other pas- 
tors by their presence, their prayers and 
counsel contributed greatly to the success of 
the Conference. 





No more appropriate place could have been 
selected for the inauguration of this series of 
conferences which it is proposed to hold 
thtough the South. Every meeting was sol- 
emnized by the fact that the building in which 
the Conference was held contains the sarco- 
phagus in which rest the remains of General 
Robert E, Lee, the former President of the 
University which bears his name. 

The magnificent recumbent statue to his 
memory is just back of the platform in the 
large chapel, where most of the meetings of 
the Conference were held. We were attracted 
to a framed letter hanging on the wall of the 
Association room, which reads as follows: 


‘*‘WASHINGTON COLLEGE, } 

**4 June, 1870. f 
‘* My Dear Sir: I have received your letter 
of the 3d inst. announcing my election as an 
honorary member of the Young Men’s Christ- 
ian Association of Washington College, in 
whose prosperity I take the greatest interest, 
and for the welfare of whose members my 
prayers are daily offered. Please present my 
grateful thanks to your Association for the 

honor conferred on me, and believe me, 

** Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


‘*R. E. LEE, 
‘‘Mr. A. N. Gorpon, 
**Cor. Sec. Y. M. C. Association, 
** Washington College, Va ” 

General Lee’s interest in the Association con- 
tributed greatly to the vigor which character- 
ized its early years of life, and his endorsement 
of the cause promoted the development of the 
work in the South more than the endorsement 
of any other man then living could have done, 

The thought of what he would have spoken 
had he lived to see college boys from all 
over Virginia gathered here in their first con- 
ference, was an inspiration, and we believe 
the college work in the South, which traces so 
much of its present power to his interest in 
the work at Lexington, will gather new im- 
pulse from this blessed meeting. 
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Mr. Studd says, in speaking of the profound 
spiritual indifference at Cambridge during the 
early days of Mr. Moody’s visit there, ‘‘ The 
extreme coldness just set Mr. Moody on fire.” 
There is plenty of that kind of kindling to be 
found in many of our colleges. A sufficient 
quantity of heat will melt ice and evaporate 
the water, and kindle a fire where an iceberg 
stood. The Holy Spirit alone is able to sup- 
ply this warmth. If any student is frozen by 
the iceberg of indifference in his college in- 
stead of being the conductor through whom 
the fire of the Holy Ghost melts and con- 
sumes that indifference, he has nobody to 
blame but himself. 
ae 

**Our college is so conservative; we are 
unlike any other institution.” At least one 
hundred colleges seem to be claiming each for 
itself that it is the most conservative of all. 
If yours is really the most conservative, there 
is all the greater need of your being some- 
what liberal. For if the other men have con- 
cluded to officiate in the capacity of balance 
wheels, this fact only incr§ases the pressure 
upon you to become a fly wheel. 

nn 

“ We have to study harder than the students 
in any other institution.” Yes, every one of 
the 250 institutions visited the last few years 
is busier than every other one; at least this is 
the testimony of so many students that we 
dare not contradict it. 

Notwithstanding, some of the very busiest 
institutions, where every minute of time is 
regulated by the college discipline, have thriv- 
ing Associations. 





“* We are so peculiar.” We have heard of 
people being proud because they were not 
proud. On the same principle the vast majority 
of colleges are peculiar in that they are all 
situated just about alike. Some of God’s peo- 
ple are ‘‘a peculiar people” in that they defy 
their surroundings, tear down or leap over 
their obstacles, wrest victory out of defeat, 
never are beaten because they never know 
when they are beaten. 


—— / s——— 


Mr. J. E. K. Studd spent the first week in 
December in the University of Virginia. He 
addressed the medical students of Boston, Sun- 
day evening, December 6th, and spent the 
second week in December at Amherst College. 
He will speak at the medical students’ mis- 
sionary conference in New York, December 
13th, and will spend Sunday, December 20th, 
at the U. S. Military Academy, West Point. 


——1> ——— - 


The members of every College Association 
are specially requested to remember Mr. 
Studd’s tour of visitation in their prayers, 
both public and private. 


ts. > 


The students of Wisconsin are here remind- 
ed of their College Conference which meets 
at the State University, Madison, January 22- 
24, 1886. Fully one hundred delegates should 
be present. A very interesting program is in 
preparation, and several Association men from 
other States will be in attendance. 

cor 

The Illinois Conference meets January 29- 
31, at Normal. Mr. Charles Loughridge, 
and State Secretary Brown, of Chicago, and 
the College Secretary, will be present. If 
Wisconsin’s nine College Associations send 
one hundred delegates, Illinois’ nineteen 
should send two hundred. 

wi 


COLLEGE WORK IN CEYLON. 


Many students are acquainted with the fact 
that the College work has extended beyond 
the ocean, and some of our College Associa- 
tions have already exchanged letters with the 
Jaffna College Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation in Batticotta, Ceylon, organized in 
March, 1884, by Mr. Frank K. Sanders, a recent 
graduate of Ripon College, Wisconsin. The 
Association in Jaffna College is doing good work 
and many readers of ‘‘ The Watchman” will 
recall the letters from there published in that 
paper, in October. Associations are being or- 
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ganized among young men outside of college, 
and a Union, corresponding to our State Asso- 
ciation, was lately formed, which hopes to 
have a traveling secretary. There is danger 
that some of our prominent States will find 
themselves ih the wake of Ceylon in this re- 
spect. 

A fact of special interest in Mr. Sanders’ last 
letter is the report of a new Association in the 
Tillipally Training School, Ceylon. A letter 
of greeting has already gone to the new Asso- 
ciation from the College Secretary, and he 
would suggest that some of the College Asso- 
ciations write. A letter from a Normal School 
would be especially apropos, as the institute 
is a Normal. 

So the work spreads. These Tillipally stu- 
dents will soon be teachers among their people, 
and must be saved themselves in order that 
they may know how to teach their scholars the 
Way and the Truth. They will also form 
Associations in the schools where they teach, 
and it won’t be long until we will have an in- 
ter-collegiate organization in the Orient. 

Meanwhile we are ashamed to say that in 
several of our own States there is not a single 
College Young Men’s Christian Association. 


Let the students of Ceylon teach a lesson to 


the students of and —— and . We 
don’t wish to be too personal, so we forbear 
mentioning the names of some important 
States. 

— 
COLLEGE WORK AMONG THE INDIANS. 

Last Spring Mr. Elbert B. Monroe, a mem- 
ber of the International Committee, while visit- 
ing the mission fields among the Indians, was 
made acquainted with the existence of several 
Young Men’s Christian Associations among 
the Dakotas, one of them in Santee Normal 
Training School, Nebraska. At his request 
the College Secretary visited this institution 
in June, and spent a Sunday conducting several 
meetings, one with the aid of an interpreter. 
He found a regularly organized College Young 
Men’s Christian Association, the college con- 
stitution having been faithfully translated into 
the Dakota tongue. This Association was at 
once received into the International organiza- 
tion. 

At the request of Rev. Mr. Riggs, principal 
of the school, the International Committee 
was represented by Mr. H. F. Williams, State 
Secretary of Minnesota, at the annual Con- 
ference of Indian missionaries and native 
preachers, at Sisseton Agency, Dakota, in Sep- 
tember; and the result of his visit is the 





union of all the existing Indian Associations 
with the International and State organizations. 

Here is a new and important field of labor. 
There are about sixty-five government Indian 
agencies in the West, all of which have 
schools, There are, besides these, many 
schools under the control of church boards. 
In every one of these institutions such devel- 
opment of Christian character and ability to 
do Christian work as the College Association 
insures is needed, and we believe that the 
beginning of a great work has been made 
at the Santee School. 

In the opinion of some of the most experi- 
enced missionaries, the time has fully come 
when such bonds of unity and sympathy as 
the Young Men’s Christian Association affords 
are greatly to be desired between the Indians 
and whites, and it is perfectly feasible to thus 
unite the two classes. 

The College Secretary will never forget the 
thrill of joy it gave him to meet and greet these 
red brothers, and to hold with them a council of 
peace and of war—of peace and good will to 
all men, and of war against sin. Nor will he 
ever forget how their faces glowed as they 
sang the gospel hymn : 

“T once was an outcast, a stranger on earth, 
A sinner by choice and an alien by birth; 

But now I'm adopted, my name's written down, 
An heir to a mansion, a robe, and a crown. 


I'm a Chiid of the King,” &c. 
We 


The Day and Week of Prayer for Young 
Men in November was very generally observed 
by the Associations in this country. Many of 
the reports received at the office of the Inter- 
national Committee speak very encouragingly 
of the special meetings held that week. In 
some Associations ten, twenty, thirty, and as 
high as fifty young men were converted as a 
result of this week’s work, besides a quicken- 
ing of the Christians. A large number of 
College Associations observed the Day, and 
many of them a part of the week also, and in 
several cases very marked blessings attended 
the special efforts. 


—f 
‘*1 live for those who love me, 
For those who know me true; 
For the Heaven that smiles above me, 
And waits my spirit too; 
For the cause that lacks assistance, 
For the wrong that needs resistance, 
For the future in the distance, 
And the good that I can do.” 


» LA 
“Be ve steadfast, unmobeabdle, always 
abounding in the work of the Zord, for as 
much as ve know that your labor is not in 
bain iu the Dord.” I Cor. xv: 58. 
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THE Y. W. C. A, 

The Young Women’s Christian Association 
movement is assuming such proportions and 
is so closely related to our College work that 
some mention of its work is not out of place 
in the BULLETIN. Since the opening of the 
present year, reports have come to us of the 
organization of Young Women’s Christian As- 
sociations on a strictly evangelical basis and 
upon the same plan of work as our own, in 
the following institutions: 


State Normal School...... St. Cloud ....Minn. 
Hamline University...... St. Paul...... 7 
State Normal School...... Mankato... .. a 
Kansas Normal School. ... Fort Scott. ...Kan. 
Ottawa University........ Ottawa....... 
State University.......... Lawrence.... “ 
State Agricultural CollegeManhattan.. * 

, Highland University......Highland..... * 
Hastings College.......... Hastings ....Neb. 


These Associations are working indepen- 
dently of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tions in these institutions, and yet giving 
stimulus to their work by promoting a healthy 
rivalry between the two organizations. We 
hope soon to see a competent young woman in 
the field as College Young Women’s Christian 
Association Secretary, visiting, organizing and 
strengthening these Associations as Messrs. 
Wishard and Ober are doing among the col- 
lege boys. 

ome OfJ) ae 

THE COT’ EGE VACATION TICKET. 

The CollegeVacation Ticket is of such in- 
trinsic value to members of College Associa- 
tions that it should be in much more general 
use. We received a letter from a certain cql- 
lege the other day, saying that they had heard 
that there was something of this sort that 
would entitle College Association men to 
certain privileges, and asking for informa- 
tion. 

The ticket explains itself and is good for its 
face value. We can describe it in no better 
way than by reproducing here the matter upon 
the ticket, which is beautifully engraved; 

( Face.) 

COLLEGE VACATION TICKET, 
ISSURD BY THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE, 
YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
OF THE 
United States and Dominion of Canada. 


(Reveree.) * 
This Ticket entitles the holder, Mr. 
Member of the Association of 
to all the privileges of any Association he may visit 
during the vacations of his college course. 
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Every College Association should subscribe 
for, and have on file in its reading-room, a 
copyvof ‘‘ The Watchman,” the semi-monthly 
papef of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion, published by W. W. Vanarsdale, 148 
Madi#on Street, Chicago, Ill. Every number 
contains news of interest about the work, in- 
cluding that of the College Associations, in 
all parts of our own country, and also in for- 
eign lands. In addition there are practical 
articles on methods of work, contributed 
from time to time by experience in the 
Association field. Tue Subscription price is 
only one dollar a year. Now would be a good 
time for many of the college boys to subscribe 
for the paper for 1886 for their own use. 


—_— 7a —— 


STATE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, at Manhat- 
tan, Kansas, reports an encouraging beginning 
of the work of the newly organized Associa- 
tion. At the first meeting of both the Young 
Men’s Christian Association and Young Wo- 
men’s Christian Association there were hope- 
fal cases of conversion, and also indications of 
a renewed interest on the part of professing 
Christians who had been inactive. With 
nearly three hundred and fifty students in the 
institution, the field is a large one, and we 
believe the work of the year will be full of 
blessing. 


HIGHLAND UNIvVERstTy, Highland, Kansas, 
re-organized on Nov. 15th, and this time on 
the right basis of a Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation and a Young Women’s Christian As- 
sociation, The Lord set the seal of approval 
to this step by the conversion of three of the 
students, two young men and one. young wo- 
man, on the evening of the same day. They 
are few in number, but have entered upon the 
work in the spirit of Jer. xvii: 5-8. C. M. 
Spining was chosen temporary chairman of 
the Young Men's Christian Association and 
Miss Mary Kloss, of the Young Women’s 
Christian Association. 


Hastines COLLEGE, Hastings, Neb., organ- 
ized, November 20th, both a Young Men’s 
Christian Association and a Young Women’s 
Christian Association. The temporary chair- 
man of the former is President W. F. Ring- 
land, and Miss M. I. Dinsmore holds the same 
office for the latter. This was in connection 
with the State Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation Convention held at Hastings, and on 
Saturday and Sunday the 21st and 22d, ten of 
the college students professed to have accepted 
Christ. 
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